
Avonworth School District 

258 Josephs Lane 

Pittsburgh, PA  15237 

Avonworth Board of School Directors 

Minutes – Work Session/General Purpose Meeting – March 2, 2015 

Administration Office – Board Room 

7:30 P.M. 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Ms. Brenda Barlek, Mr. Beau Blaser, Ms. Vicki Carlson, Mr. Jeff Carraway,  
Mr. David Oberdick, Mr. Patrick Stewart, Mr. Eric Templin, Ms. Kristin Thompson,  
Mr. Rob Wible 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Dr. Thomas Ralston, Superintendent 
Mr. Brad Waters, Director of Fiscal Management 
Dr. Shannon Varley, Director of Curriculum and Instruction 
Dr. Ken Lockette, High School Principal 
Ms. Jessica Taylor, Director of Student Services 
Dr. Dana Hackley, Director of Public Relations & Communications 
Mr. Shawn Stoebener, Director of Technology 

Ms. Lisa, Cronin, Parent 
Ms. Jen Wagner, Parent 
Mr. Bill Penrod, Parent 
Ms. Karen Penrod, Parent 
Mr. Wes Stetser, Parent 
Ms. Rebecca Lamperski, Parent 
Mr. James Lamperski, Parent 
Ms. Elizabeth Pflueger 
Mr. Mark Turcsanyi, Parent 
Mr. Rick Wagner, Parent 
Mr. Jeff Wisener, Parent 
Mr. Bill Lichauer, Parent 
Ms. Jodi Piacenti, Parent 
Ms. Julie Navilliat, Parent 
Ms. Lynn Hartle, Parent 
Ms. Marcy Marshall, Parent 
Mr. Tim Marshall, Parent 
Ms. Kate Monti, Parent 
Ms. Diane Scheuring, Parent 
Ms. Anastasia Wagner, Student 
Mr. Edd Yovetich, Parent 
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OTHERS PRESENT, Continued 
 
Ms. Beth Yovetich, Parent 
Mr. Jim Boaks, Parent 
Ms. Melissa Kohler, Parent 
Mr. John Brandt, Parent 
Ms. Stacy Faulkner, Parent 
Mr. John Nicolaus, Parent 
Mr. Johnathon Nicolaus, Student 
Ms. Caroline Boughton, Parent 
Ms. Bridget Obersteiner, Parent 
Ms. Renae Daniels-Simmons, Parent 
Ms. Sue Alexander, Parent 
Mr. Mike Slenska, Parent 
Ms. Zoe Eadie, Parent 
Mr. Andrew Hunt, Parent 
Ms. Tracy Theobald, Parent 
Mr. Andrew Theobald, Parent 
Mr. Tim Gannon, Parent 
Ms. Anne Blaser, Parent 
Ms. Nancy Whyte, The Citizen 
Ms. Cindy Donovan, Board Secretary 

 

The Board held an Executive Session at 7:30 P.M. to discuss student matters. 

 

Call to Order 
 
The Regular Meeting was called to order at 7:50 P.M. by Board President, 
Brenda Barlek.   
 

Dr. Thomas Ralston and Dr. Ken Lockette gave a presentation on changing the Avonworth  

grading scale.  They discussed their findings gathered from a survey of colleges regarding  

their perception and recalculation of a 7 point grading scale vs. a 10 point grading scale.   

They recommend changing to a 10 point scale to be in line with other schools  Dr. Ralston  

feels before a decision is made, we need to focus on assessment and grading and decide how  

to weight courses, recalculate vs. phasing in, and gather data from other school districts.   

Dr. Lockette would like to talk with other schools that have changed their grading scale in  

the last 5 years.   
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Ms. Barlek agreed with the administrators’ recommendation and asked that more research  

be done and have administration come back to answer questions.  She asked each Board  

member to state their feeling on the matter.   

 Ms. Thompson asked if Dr. Ralston and Dr. Lockette  were surprised at the number  

of schools who have moved to a 10 point grading scale.   

 Mr. Blaser asked if internally, this is something we would carry out this school year  

or next year – start at high school and trickle to middle school?  Dr. Ralston said the  

timeline would take a while and noted the Primary Center report card which provides 

 information to parents on how their child is learning.  Dr. Lockette feels this is an  

opportunity for us to re-establish the culture with grading assessments. 

 Mr. Carraway felt the biggest surprise is that colleges are not re-calculating grades.   

He supports the changes to make us more comparable. 

 Ms. Carlson asked how the move to a 10 point grading scale would look – would a  

90-100 look as an A which makes a 4.0 on a GPA?  Dr. Ralston said they will take a 

look at those things and have internal discussions about that before making a final  

decision.  Dr. Lockette noted that not one school in the area calculated grades or  

weighted grades the same way.  Ms. Carlson stated the answer to that question  

dictates her support. 

 Mr. Wible asked “How do we transition to re-weight?”  Dr. Lockette felt it should  

start with the freshmen class.   

 Mr. Stewart said the kids can tell you that they are prepared for college when they  

graduate.  We are preparing young men and women to be successful after graduation.   

We did not differentiate in our grading systems and he was shocked that colleges don’t  

recalculate grades.  “90 should not be a 4.0.” 

 Mr. Templin is receptive to a 10 point grading scale which he feels will help with  

colleges and scholarships.  He feels there needs to be some extra weight in honors  

courses. 

 Mr. Oberdick agrees that it’s time for the change and we should maintain the  

Avonworth name and what it carries. 

 

Visitors’ Comments 

 

Mr. Rick Wagner: feels we should be talking to kids about their plans after graduation  

sooner than 11th grade.  How should parents approach students?  Dr. Lockette stated we  

have the freshmen talk with college admission counselors about what is important to them  

and feels we could probably do more. 
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Ms. Anastasia Wagner, 10th grade student:  In Mrs. Maisner’s class (Honors World Geography & 

Culture) they did Naviance last year and none of the students knew what they were doing. 

 

Mr. John Nicolaus, father of a 10th grade daughter:  Feels eliminating the valedictorian  

rank lowered the grading scale.  He talked about disenfranchising and feels we have been 

 putting out a great product for a number of years and would hate to see us ruin what we  

have worked for.  Dr. Ralston stated that the  key is to engage students which comes through 

finding what their interests are. 

 

Ms. Sue Alexander asked if colleges look at how students are ranked?  Dr. Lockette said  

they looked at that and found it does not matter.  We do keep a rank in case schools want it.   

He agrees with 90% not being a 4.0.  He feels AP students need to be ranked at a different  

level and is totally against a group rating thing. 

 

Ms. Jodi Piacente, teacher for 19 years, feels a 7 point scale puts too much stress on children. 

 

Ms. Renae Daniels-Simmons feels a 10 point scale is good.  She thinks “valedictorian is  

important because they work hard for that.”  She stated she has noticed with common core  

there is a little more muddy water in the math and feels bringing English into the math is  

an issue. 

 

Mr. John Brandt feels the focus is on what you learned and thinks this is the right move.   

 

Ms. Barlek said an item would be placed on the Agenda next week. 

 

Dr. Ralston said they would be in contact on scale and the transition timeline. 

 

Ms. Barlek thanked everyone for coming. 

 

Calendar discussion: Dr. Ralston stated that Parent/Teacher Conference Day was poorly  

attended because parents worked and could not make it to conferences during the day. 

 

The Board Athletic Committee held a meeting at 6:30 P.M. this evening in the District  

Administration Office Board Room, 258 Josephs Lane, Pittsburgh, PA  15237 to discuss  

matters of personnel and athletics.  Mr. Oberdick stated both basketball teams made it to the  

playoffs.  Six  out of seven wrestlers qualified for WPIAL championship; one wrestler qualified 

for States for the first time in 11 years.   The Avonworth/Northgate swim team broke several 

records.  The bowling team went undefeated in back-to-back seasons.  We are going out for bids  

for the purchase of new soccer goals for next school year.  
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 FOR VOTE THIS EVENING: 
 
Motion:  K. Thompson; Second:  E. Templin; Motion Carried:  Unanimous Voice Vote   
to approve Items 1 and 2: 

 

POLICY -  K. Thompson, Chair 
 

1. The adjudication of Student 030915-A.      Student Adjudicatn 

2. The adjudication of Student 030915-B.      Student Adjudicatn 

 

The following items were discussed for placement on the agenda  
of the Regular Meeting to be held Monday, March 9, 2015: 
 

Approval of the Minutes of the Work Session/General Purpose Meeting of  
February 2, 2015 and Regular Meeting February 9, 2015. (Voice Vote) 
 

 

PUBLIC RELATIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS – P. Stewart, Chair 

 

1. To approve the 2015-2016 School Calendar as attached. 

 

Mr. Stewart asked that the calendar for the following school year be completed in December  

to enable families to better plan their summer vacations.  Dr. Ralston noted he had asked  

Ms. Kate Monti, President of the elementary PTA to do some research with parents  

regarding their preference of the parent/teacher conference date in November.  He wanted to  

get a sense if it is beneficial to parents for conferences to be held on a Friday or on Veteran’s  

Day for parents who are off for the holiday.  Research indicated that parents were in favor  

of a Friday rather than in the middle of the week. 

 

2. To approve $800 for the light meal for the Senior Citizen Dress Rehearsal of  

Seussical slated for Thursday, April 16 at 4:30 P.M. 

 

 

FINANCE – J. Carraway, Chair 

 

1.1 Ratify payment of General Fund bills for February, 2015, beginning with  

Check #_______ and ending with Check #________ in the total amount of  

$__________. 

1.2 Ratify the February, 2015 payroll in the amount of $1,018,357.30. 
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Finance, continued 

 

1.3 Treasurer’s Report for December, 2014. 

1.4 Approve Construction Fund payments of $___________. 

1.5 Ratify payment of Food Service Fund bills for February, 2015, beginning  

with Check #2223 and ending with Check #2231 in the total amount of  

$24,239.14. 

1.6 Approval of Budget Transfer in the amount of $2,000 as attached. 

 

2. To approve Dr. Ken Lockette, Emily Clare, and Tony Cario to receive a  

stipend in the amount of $33.33 each ($115 total) for co-writing the corporate  

Active Learning Grant (Classroom Transformation) in the amount of  

$50,000.00.   

 

3. To approve Dr. Thomas Ralston to attend the “Schools That Can” Conference 

in Los Angeles, California, May 17-19, 2015, at no cost to the district.  (Travel  

and conference costs will be covered by the Heinz Foundation). 

 

4. To approve the EITC Letter of Support to accompany an application of the  

YMCA to the Department of Community and Economic Development for 

 inclusion on their list of Educational Improvement organizations.  (See attached). 

 

5. To direct the Administration to solicit bids for General Supplies, Arts, and  

Athletics for the 2015-2016 School Year.  

 

6. Approval of a Resolution #030915 to authorize the refinancing of the Series 

2010C bonds. (as attached.) 

 

7. To approve the ASSET Teacher On Loan Agreement for the 2015-2016  

School Year for  _____________________. 

 

PERSONNEL – B. Barlek, Chair 

1. Approval of ____________ as a long-term substitute as a Second Grade 

Inclusion Teacher retro-active to November 5, 2014 through June 8, 2015,  

with benefits at Category B, Step 1, pending requirements of the district.  

(_______ has been an extended day-to-day substitute since November 5, 2014.) 
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Personnel, continued 

 

2. To approve ____________ as a mentor (second grade Special Education  

LTS)  retroactive to February 9, 2015. 

 

3. To approve ____________ as a mentor (for Ashley Coulter). 

 

4. To accept the Letter of Intent to Retire from ____________, Primary Center  

custodian, effective June 5, 2015.  (We thank ______ for his 13 years of service to 

the District and extend our best wishes on his retirement.) 

 

5. To accept the resignation of custodian,  ________________, effective March 6,  

 2015. 

 

6. To approve _______________ as  a full time custodian, with salary 

and benefits according to the AESPA contract, effective March 9, 2015. 

 

7. To approve the request of _________________ , Food Service worker, for an  

FMLA beginning February 13, 2015 through May 8, 2015. 

 

 

ATHLETICS/ACTIVITIES – D. Oberdick, Chair 

 

1. To approve ____________ as returning 7/8 Baseball Assistant Coach for the  

  2014-2015 school year, with stipend per the current AEA contract. 

 

2. To approve __________ as a volunteer Assistant Middle School Boys’ Baseball 

Coach for the 2014-2015 school year, pending requirements of the district. 

 

 

Old Business 

None 
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New Business 

Mr. Waters stated Mr. Zippel has specs and we will advertise for bids on the AC  

project.  He also reported that last Tuesday morning a sprinkler line fitting broke in  

the kitchen area of the Primary Center.  The claims investigator was there this morning  

and P.J. Dick is involved in the process.  There is a one year maintenance bond on this  

project.  Trying to determine the actual cause of the break.  Ohio Township moved  

rapidly and our maintenance crew, Mr. Manko, Mr. Bauer, Mr. Poshard, and Mr.  

Trischler took quick action.  Mr. Templin complimented our maintenance staff;  

the damage was minimized because of their quick action.   

 

Adjournment 

 
Motion:  R. Wible; Second:  P. Stewart; Motion carried: by Unanimous Voice Vote  
to adjourn the Work Session meeting at 9:05 P.M.  
 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Cindy S. F. Donovan, 

Board Secretary 

 


