
Avonworth School District 
258 Josephs Lane 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15237 

Avonworth Board of School Directors 
Minutes—Work Session Meeting—May 6, 2013 

Administration Office—Board Room 
7:30 P.M. 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Ms. Brenda Barlek, Mr. Beau Blaser, Ms. Vicki Carlson, Mr. Jeffrey Carraway,  
Mr. Frank Mucha, Mr. David Oberdick, Mr. Patrick Stewart, Mr. Eric Templin,  
Mr. Robert Wible 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Mr. Thomas Ralston, Superintendent 
Mr. Brad Waters, Director of Fiscal Management 
Dr. Shannon Varley, Director of Curriculum & Instruction 
Ms. Jessica Taylor, Director of Student Services 
Ms. Dana Hackley, Director of Public Relations & Communications 
Nancy Whyte, The Citizen 
 
Call to Order 
Board President Brenda Barlek called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M. and read the 
following information:  
 
The Board Athletic Committee held a meeting at 6:30 P.M. this evening in the District Administration 
Office Board Room to discuss matters of personnel and athletics. 
 
The Board Public Relations Committee held a meeting at 6:30 P.M. this evening in the District 
Administration Offices to discuss visual standards for publications. 
 
The Board Buildings & Grounds Committee held a meeting at 6:30 P.M. Monday, April 15, 2013 in the 
District Administration Office Board Room to discuss the elementary building project. 
 
The Board Finance Committee held a meeting at 7:00 P.M. Monday, April 15, 2013 in the District 
Administration Office Board Room to discuss budget matters. 
 
Visitors Comments 

No Comments 
 

FOR VOTE THIS EVENING 
 
FINANCE – F. Mucha, Chair 
 
Motion: F. Mucha; Second: R. Wible; Motion Carried: Unanimous Roll Call Vote 
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To adopt the Avonworth School District 2013-2014 Proposed Final Budget with 
Revenue of $ 24,787,833 and expenditures of $25,117,048 as per attached document. 

 
INFORMATIONAL ITEM 

AVONWORTH SCHOOL DISTRICT  
NOTICE OF PUBLIC BUDGET HEARING 

Take notice that the Board of School Directors of the Avonworth School District, 
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, has prepared a Proposed Final Budget in the amount 
of funds that will be required by the School District for the 2013-2014 School Year. 
The Avonworth School Board will conduct a Public Budget Hearing at 7:30 P.M. prior 
to the advertised Work Session Meeting slated for June 3, 2013, in the District 
Administration Office Board Room, 258 Josephs Lane.  The scheduled Work Session 
Meeting will immediately follow this meeting. 
 
Take further notice that the Proposed Final Budget shall be made available for public inspection 
to all interested citizens in the Administration Office, 258 Josephs Lane, Pittsburgh PA 15237 
between the hours of 8:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. Monday through Friday through June 7, 2013. 
Take further notice that the Board of School Directors, after making such revisions and 
changes in the Proposed Final Budget as appear advisable, shall adopt the budget and 
necessary appropriate measures required to put it into effect at the Regular Meeting of 
the Board on June 10, 2013. 

The following items were discussed for placement on the Regular 
Meeting Agenda for vote May 13, 2013: 
 
ELECTION OF BOARD TREASURER   
(Sec. 404 of the School Code…In each school district of the second, third, and fourth class, shall annually 
during the month of May, elect a Treasurer for a 1 year term.) 
 

Motion:   That the nominations for Treasurer for the ensuing year be opened.  
 

Nominations for Treasurer for the ensuing year:   
 
Motion: That the nominations for Treasurer be closed. 
 

Motion:  Vote To elect ______________________Treasurer of the Avonworth School 
District for the ensuing year. 
 

President declares _____________________  elected Treasurer of the Avonworth 
School District for the ensuing year. 
 
ELECTION OF BOARD SECRETARY 
The school directors shall, during the month of May in every fourth year, elect a Secretary who 

shall serve a term of four (4) years beginning the first day of July following such election. 
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FINANCE – F. Mucha, Chair 
 
1.1 Ratify payment of General Fund Bills for April 2013, beginning with Check#   
       and ending with Check #           in the total amount of $  

1.2  Ratify the April 2013 payroll in the amount of $ 906,583.75 

1.3  Treasurer’s Report for February 2013   
1.4  Approve Construction Fund Payments of $  

1.5  Ratify Payment of Food Service Fund Bills for April 2013 beginning with 
       Check #2003 and ending with Check #2014 in the total amount of $15,154.59  
 
2.  a. To pre-approve Dr. Ken Lockette, Ms. Gabrielle Nicely, and Ms. Kerri Villani to   
         write an Avonworth Pittsburgh Galleries Project Grant in the amount of $11,250. 
     b. To approve Dr. Lockette, Ms. Nicely, and Ms. Villani be provided $25/ea. for  
          writing the grant. 
 
3.  To increase District meal prices, as required under the School Equity Price  
     Law, for the 2013-2014 School Year as listed below:  (This is a 10 cent/meal price increase)                                
          High/Middle Schools - $2.15 and Premium Meals $2.75 - (H.S./M.S.) 
          Elementary - $2.05       Breakfast - $1.20  
 
4.  Resolution #051313-A    A.W. Beattie Career Center          
                          Budget Resolution – School Year 2013-2014            

RESOLVED, that the A.W. Beattie Career Center Budget for the 2013-2014 School  
Year as set forth in the proposed budget totaling $8,144,940 is approved. 
 
5.  To approve the Affiliation Agreement between Clarion University and the  
     Avonworth School District for the purpose of placing student teachers in the school  
     district during the 2013-2014 School Year.   
 
6.  Resolution #051313  

Avonworth School District 
To Urge The General Assembly to Adopt a Formula for Funding Charter/Cyber 

Charter Schools to Ensure that Funds Provided by the Taxpayers for Public Education 
are Equitably Distributed to School Districts 

WHEREAS, the charter and cyber charter school funding formula in the Public School Code is 
based primarily on the sending school district’s prior year’s budget expenditures per average 
daily membership; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Commonwealth’s provisions under Act 88 of 2002 to reimburse school 
districts for students attending charter schools was funded to neither the 2011-2012 nor 2012-13 
school years; and 
WHEREAS, since the Commonwealth now funds charter school costs to school districts only 
through its basic education subsidy, more of the expense of charter school tuition falls to local 
taxpayers; and 
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FINANCE (continued) 
 
WHEREAS, because of the comprehensive education program that school districts provide, 
and because only a few students from any one district school may choose to enroll in a charter 
school, school districts may not be able to reduce total educational expenditures in direct 
proportion to the decrease in average daily membership caused by students enrolling in charter 
schools; 
 
WHEREAS, charter and cyber charter schools receive additional funding for each student with 
special needs based on the total special education expenditures in the sending district for the 
prior school year, rather than the particular student’s documented need for special education 
services, enabling some charter schools to use funds received for special education for their 
general education program or to increase their unreserved general fund balance; and 

 
WHEREAS, school districts are required to pay charter and cyber charter schools for their 
employer pension contribution as part of the charter school funding formula; however, the state 
also reimburses charter schools for up to 50 percent of their pension contribution, thus allowing 
charter and cyber charter schools to receive payment for the same costs twice; and 
 
WHEREAS, this pension “double-dip” is costing taxpayers an additional $50 million 
statewide, and 
 
WHEREAS, the House Select Committee on Property Tax Reform recently issued a report 
recommending that an independent entity be established to determine the actual costs of 
educating a student at charter and cyber-charter schools, as well as the effect on local school 
budgets and property taxes, and 
 
WHEREAS, Pennsylvania charter schools were intended to serve as laboratories of innovation 
on behalf of all of Pennsylvania’s schools were established to provide parents and pupils with 
expanded choices in the types of educational opportunities that are available within the public 
school system. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Avonworth School District Board of 
School directors urges the General Assembly adopt a formula for funding charter and cyber 
charter schools to ensure that funds provided by the taxpayers for public education are 
equitably distributed to school districts, charter schools and cyber charter schools and are used 
for their intended purpose. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that funding for charter schools not be allowed to exceed the 
actual expenses needed to educate their students, as verified by independent audit.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Board urges the General Assembly to pas legislation 
that caps charter and cyber charter schools’ unreserved, undesignated fund balances in the 
same way that traditional school districts’ balances are capped. 
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FINANCE (continued) 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Board urges the General Assembly to pass 
legislation that will modify the current charter school funding formula so that employer 
pension contributions are reimbursed only once. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Board urges its state legislators to create an 
independent entity to determine the actual costs of education students at cyber-charter schools 
in order to establish a tuition rate that more closely reflects the true costs these schools incur to 
educate their students. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be posted on the district’s 
website and submitted to the elected state senators and representatives of the Avonworth 
School District in the General Assembly, and to the governor of Pennsylvania. 
 
Addendum Item 
7. Pre-approval for Dr. Darlene Tartaglione, Cindy Backes, Julie Oberdick and 

Jennifer Weigand to write a STEAM Grant through the Grable Foundation for an 
amount of $20,000.00. 

 
PERSONNEL – B Barlek, Chair 
 

1.  To approve 40 sick days transferred from  Mr. Mike Hall’s former employment   
  to his current sick days. 

 
2. a. To approve the request of Mrs. Katy Tarasi, elementary teacher, for an FMLA  

     leave (up to 12 weeks), commencing August 21, 2013.  
b. The request of Ms. Nicole Cavanaugh, middle school English teacher,  for an  
     FMLA leave (up to twelve weeks) commencing August 21, 2013. 

             c. The request of Ms. Erin Funwela, 4th Grade Inclusion teacher,  for an FMLA  
                  leave (ups to twelve weeks) commencing August 21, 2013.              
 

3. Summer hours for the following:       
     

4. Approval of the following mentors for the 2013-2014 School Year: 
 

5. _________________________ as a Substitute Custodian retro-active to May 6, 
2013, pending requirements of the District. 

 
6. a.  To accept the retirement of _____________________________ effective _______ 

 
b. To accept the retirement of ___________________________ effective________. 
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Addendum Item 
7. To accept the resignation of Ms. Jaclyn Rochelle Pruneski, elementary teacher,    

effective June 11, 2013.  (We thank Ms. Pruneski for her five years of service to the District 
and we extend our best wishes.) 
 

CURRICULUM – R. Wible, Chair 
 
 Learning In Action 
 

1.  To approve the curriculum and payment for writing the curriculum for the   
  following:   
  Honors Integrated Math I and Honors Integrated  Math II -  Ms. Julie   
  Moehring - $1700/per course. ($3400 total)  
  Reading 7 -  Ms. Kathryn Ursta - $1700.  

    English 7 – Ms. Amanda White - $1700  
   Reading 6 – Ms. Stacey Hanny - $1700  
 

2. To approve participation in a pilot of Pennsylvania; Kindergarten Entry 
Inventory for two kindergarten classrooms (Mrs. Frew and Mr. Dzubinski).  There is 
no cost to the District.   

 
ATHLETICS – D. Oberdick, Chair 
 

1. ____________________________ as Assistant JV Baseball Coach for the 2012-2013 
baseball season retro-active to March 5, at a stipend according to the current 
AEA contract.  (Clearances on file) 

 
2. a. ___________________________ as an unpaid Volunteer Varsity Assistant 

Baseball Coach retro-active to March 18, 2013 for the 2012-2013 baseball season, 
pending requirements of the District. 
b. ____________________________ as an unpaid Volunteer Assistant Football 
Coach for the 2013-2014 School Year, pending requirements of the District. 
 

3. a._________________________ will not be returning as Assistant Varsity Girls  
Volleyball Coach for the 2013-14 School Year. 

 b.  _________________________________ as Assistant Varsity Girls Volleyball  
            Coach for the 2013-2014 School Year at a stipend according to the current AEA  
            contract, pending requirements of the District. 
 

4. _________________________ as Assistant Varsity Girls Basketball Coach for the 
2013-2014 School Year at a stipend according to the current AEA contract. 
(Clearances on file) 
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ATHLETICS (continued) 
 

5. Approval of the following returning Fall Coaches for the 2013-2014 School 
Year: 
 

6. a.________________________ as Avonette Auxiliary Instructor for the Band 
during the 2013-2014 School Year. 
b. _______________________ as Brass Instructor for the Band during the 2013-
2014 School Year.  (Clearances on file.) 

 
7. Approval of the following returning Band Director and Instructors for 2013-2014: 

 
TECHNOLOGY – B. Blaser, Chair 

  
1. Renewal of Software Maintenance Agreement for the 2013-2014 School Year with  

Harris School Solutions (formerly Prosoft Technologies), at a cost of $ 17,843.53 as 
attached)(This is a 5% increase over the 2012-13 school year.) 

 
2. The request by Ms. Dana Hackley, Public Relations & Communications Director, 

for approval of the “Avonworth Mobile App” at the cost to the District of 
$2,258.50 for the first year with set up. (Estimated annual recurring total $1,758.50.)      

 
PUBLIC RELATIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS – P. Stewart 
 

1. To approve the request by Mr. Mike Hall, Middle School Principal, to change 
the 2013-2014 School Calendar entry for Curriculum Night for Grade 6-7 to 
Thursday, August 22, 2013.   

 
POLICY – J. Carraway, Chair 
 

1.  To approve the changes to Policy #920 School Volunteers.  
 

Old Business 
 
New Business 
 
Adjournment 
Motion: R. Wible; Second: E. Templin; to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 P.M. to an Executive 
Session to discuss personnel and contract matters. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Nancy DePace, Board Secretary 
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