
Avonworth School District 
258 Josephs Lane 

Pittsburgh, PA  15237 
Avonworth Board of School Directors 

Minutes – Work Session/General Purpose Meeting – April 3, 2017 
Avonworth School District – Board Room  

7:30 P.M. 
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Mr. Beau Blaser , Ms. Vicki Carlson, Mr. Jeff Carraway, Ms. Kathryn Monti,  

Mr. David Oberdick, Mr. Patrick Stewart, Ms. Kristin Thompson   

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

Mr. John Brandt, Mr. Eric Templin 

 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Dr. Thomas Ralston, Superintendent  Ms. Erin Joyce, Parent 

Dr. Ken Lockette, Asst. Superintendent  Miss Allison Joyce, Student 

Ms. Sue Stewart, Parent    Ms. Natalie Davis, Parent 

Ms. Arleen McCafferty, Parent   Miss Tatum McKelvey, Resident 

Ms. Valery Ciarimboli, Parent   Ms. Julie Walko, Parent 

Ms. Kathy Scrabis, Parent    Miss Tess Theobald, Student 

Miss Langley Turcsanyi, Student   Ms. Tracy Theobald, Parent 

Miss Julia Ciarimboli, Student   Ms. Christie Kohler, Parent 

Ms. Barbara Turcsanyi, Parent   Ms. Jenni Galbraith, Parent 

Miss Alexa Davis, Student    Ms. Karen Monier, Parent 

Ms. Laura Sweeney, Parent    Mr. Andy Theobald, Parent 

Ms. Kelly Natale, Parent    Mr. Pete Arlia, Parent 

Ms. Renae Daniels-Simmons, Parent  Ms. Crystal Adamiak, Parent 

Ms. Stephanie Sapolsky, Parent   Ms. Carol Gunzberg, Parent 

Miss Abby Stewart, Student    Ms. Frances Harpst, Parent 

Miss Carolyn Abramowich, Student  Ms. Chris Cieslak, Parent 

Miss Tara McCafferty, Student   Ms. Nancy White, The Citizen 

Miss Courtney Kolenda, Student   Ms. Cindy Donovan, Board Secretary 

Miss Olivia Scrabis, Student 

 

Call to Order 

Board President, David Oberdick, called the Regular Meeting to order at 7:35 P.M. 

 
Visitors’ Comments 
Ms. Sue Stewart thanked the District for supporting students with therapy dogs and ongoing grief 
counseling.  She spoke to the Board regarding a proposal for a memorial in honor of Miss Hannah Milbert 
which would be of no cost to the district.  The memorial would be at the CARE Space at the elementary 
school and consist of a dogwood tree, a 20 foot curved bench and a plaque reading “For Hannah whose 
energetic, good-natured and caring spirit shows us how to greet each day.” 
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Ms. Carol Gunzberg said she was elated with the spring musical, “Beauty and the Beast,” and mentioned 
the full color ad in the program about the Gender and Sexuality Alliance Club.  She would like the Board 
to vote against starting a GSA Club.  She investigated THRIVE who is associated with GSA and found it 
“provides a range of services that includes major sexual reconstructive surgery.”  She does not feel 
children’s’ brains are fully formed and they may make a decision they’d regret later in life.  Ms. Gunzberg 
feels it is up to parents and their child and should not be in the school.  Referring to the High School 
Counselor who will sponsor the club, she asked to be quoted in the Minutes “Who will be held responsible 
for the individual who made a life-changing decision as a child because of the influence of a program, 
supported by a counselor at Avonworth School?”   
  
Ms. Crystal Adamiak expressed great concern regarding GSA.  She feels young children are very 
impressionable and she is sure sexuality will be discussed at the meetings.  She is concerned about the 
dress code and asked who would tell children they are young and may not be making the right decision. 
 
Ms. Chris Cieslak thanked the Board for allowing her daughter to speak at last month’s meeting.  She 
encouraged the Board to support the GSA Club. 
 
Ms. Frances Harpst addressed the visitors and encouraged them to voice their concerns.  It’s the children 
who identify with LGBTQ who this group is for.  We want our kids to be safe and get respect.  Bullying is 
many times higher for LGBTQ kids and the suicide rate is 4 times higher for LGBTQ kids.  Mrs. Harpst 
feels education would create awareness about bullying and its impact.  No one is asking anyone to 
condone this.  We need respect for voices.  Absenteeism is very high and GPA’s are ½ point lower for 
LGBTQ students.  THRIVE does not have things to do with sex change.   
 
Ms. Gunzberg feels it would behoove the school to come up with a plan to stop bullying.  There’s a time to 
reach out and a time to speak out. 
 
Ms. Harpst feels LGBTQ kids are targeted and these kids need to support each other.  She feels bullying is 
a problem and this particular group is targeted and consequences are dire.  We are opening up a 
conversation that has to be opened. 
 
Ms. Gunzberg asked about our bathroom policy and is concerned about a boy entering the girls’ bathroom 
while her daughter is in there.  Ms. Gunzberg volunteered to help where needed. 
 
Ms. Renae Daniels-Simmons does not feel the school is a place for this club because it is a private matter 
and that it is bringing in religion where there is separation of church and state. 
 
Ms. Anna Wagner knows students who are LGBTQ+ and it’s difficult for kids who do not feel they fit in.  
The point of the GSA Club is educating other kids on what LGBTQ means and how to accept someone.  
This club would support them. 
 
Ms. Adamiak  feels we have a choice not to discriminate.   Someone could say this is not the right path.  
There is proof of the risks of a homosexual lifestyle in drugs and alcohol.  Ms. Adamiak also offered to help 
where she could. 
 
Ms. Carolyn Abramowich feels kids feel proud of who they are.  These people are not confused and she 
feels it’s a safe place for them.   
 
Ms. Zoe Eadie discussed the swim team’s request at the Athletic Meeting for a bus to transport the swim 
team to Northgate.  Said if the bus left Avonworth at 3:20 it would get to Northgate by 3:30 in time for 
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swim practice.  Mr. Stewart noted the bus is coming from another run and will not be at Northgate by 
3:30.  Dr. Ralston said the issue was the sport does not occur on school grounds.  The original co-op 
agreement stated we do not transport students and we have in the past when we could.  Ms. Eadie 
mentioned liability.  Dr. Ralston said sport s are an option.  Many districts do not offer transportation for 
sports teams and it’s up to parents to transport their children.  Liability goes to the issue of foreseeability.  
A parent asked if they would be liable if they were in an accident while transporting students.  If there is 
nothing foreseeable they are not held liable. 
 
Ms. Carlson feels we need to be clear and not change every year.  Dr. Ralston said we could ask First 
Student for another bus run. 
 
Ms. Theobald asked about the bus for middle and high school since they will be dismissed at the same time 
next year.  Dr. Ralston said the bus would take the swim team to Northgate but it would be up to parents 
to transport their children home.  Mr. Giel will confirm with First Student. 
 
Ms. Galbraith asked about the sixth grade transition, curriculum, and playground.  Dr. Ralston said the 
sixth grade would run similar to what they do now.  They’ll be located in the third grade hall so they can 
travel independently and will have a specific rotation but also have an activity period.  Currently the 
elementary school has a six day specials rotation and sixth grade has a six week specials rotation.  This is 
still being determined.  We want to move Band into the school day so we created an activity period in the 
master schedule so fifth and sixth grade will be in the activity period so they can take band.  Six week 
rotations will be scheduled by instrument.  Students who do not take an instrument will have a Period I.   
Dr. Ralston said a doorway will be put in between the maker space rooms.  We can look at the playground 
equipment.  Dr. Ralston advised that several teachers have requested a change in assignment.  Ms. 
Hanny will move from 6th grade Reading to 6th grade Social Studies, Mr. Zangaro from 6th grade English 
to 6th grade Math, Ms. Costantino from 8th grade Math to 6th grade Math.  Ms. Pointek will continue to 
teach 6th grade Science and Ms. Schweitzer will continue in 6th grade Learning Support. 
 
Ms. Galbraith asked for an update on the GATE program.  Dr. Ralston said Ms. Taylor is putting 
together an advisory committee.  We have a FAQ sheet about 6th grade that we will be putting out. 
 
Ms. Daniels-Simmons asked how the GATE would be modeled, particularly for 6th grade.  Dr. Ralston 
replied the desire is to have it remain the same. 
 
The Visitor Comment session ended at 8:45 PM. 
 
Mr. Oberdick read the following:  The Personnel Committee met April 3, 2017 at 6:00 PM in the Board 
Room to discuss personnel matters. The Athletic Committee met April 3, 2017 at 6:30 PM in the Board 
Room to discuss athletic matters. 
 
The following items were discussed for placement on the agenda of the Regular Meeting to 
be held Tuesday, April 18, 2017: 
  
FINANCE – J. Carraway/P. Stewart, Co-Chairs 
 
1.1    Ratify payment of General Fund bills for March, 2017, beginning with Check  

#41365 and ending with Check #41577 in the total amount of $2,311,475.47.  
1.2    Ratify the March, 2017 payroll in the amount of $1,050,966.18.  
1.3    Treasurer’s Report for February, 2017.   
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Finance, continued 
 
1.4    Ratify payment of Food Service Fund bills for March, 2017, beginning with 

Check #2445 and ending with Check #2450 in the total amount of $24,187.99.  
 

2. To approve the NASTS (Northern Area Substitute Teacher Service) Coordinator 

Terms of Employment effective July 1, 2017.   

 

3. To approve the Allegheny Intermediate Unit 2017-2018 Services Agreement and  

the Addendum to the 2016-2017 Allegheny Intermediate Unit Services Agreement.   
 
4. To approve the following EITC Letters of Support to accompany the applications  

for inclusion for educational improvement organizations to the Dept. of Community and 

Economic Development:   

A. The YMCA retroactive to March 22, 2017 
B. Clarion University Foundation retroactive to March 24, 2017 
C. La Roche College Scholar Program retroactive to March 27, 2017 
D. Pittsburgh Public Theater retroactive to March 28, 2017 
E. Carnegie Museums of Pittsburgh retroactive to March 28, 2017 

 

 

PERSONNEL – K. Thompson/D. Oberdick, Co-Chairs 

1.      To accept the resignation of _________________ retroactive to March 20, 2017. 
 

2.      To approve _____________ as Shared Elementary Instructional Technology  
Support for the 2016-2017 School Year, retroactive to February 27, 2017 at a stipend 
according to the AEA contract. 

 
3. To approve ___________ as Lunch Duty Monitor (4th grade) for the 2016-2017  

School Year, retroactive to February 27, 2017 at a stipend according to the AEA contract. 
 

4. ________________ as a Temporary Professional Employee with an assignment   
as a Grade 2 Teacher commencing August 14, 2017, at Category  B,  Step 2, with benefits, 
according to the current AEA contract.  Clearances are on file in the District Office.   

 
5. To approve a change in assignment for the following AEA staff beginning 

 with the 2017-2018 School Year: 
A.  _________________  

B. _________________  

C. _________________ 
D. _________________ 
E. _________________ 
F. _________________ 
G. _________________ 
H. _________________ 
I. _________________ 
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Personnel, continued 
 
6. The request of __________________ for a Sabbatical Leave for two one-half school 

terms consisting of the first semester of the 2017-2018 School Year and the second for the 
first semester of the 2018-2019 School Year for study. 

 
 
ATHLETICS & ACTIVTIES – D. Oberdick/E. Templin, Co-Chairs 

 

1. To amend the motion from the March 13, 2017 Regular meeting to read:  To  
retroactively approve seven members of the football coaching staff to attend a coaching 
clinic March 4 and 5, 2017 at Station Square at a cost of $459 plus the cost of meals that 
would not exceed $195.48. 

 

2. To approve the renewal of the 5-Year Athletic Trainer agreement with Allegheny  

Clinic (Allegheny Health Network) to provide athletic training services beginning with 

the 2017-2018 School Year.   

 

3. To approve ______________ as the additional Middle School baseball coach for  

the 2016-2017 School Year with stipend per the current AEA contract, pending 

requirements of the District. 

 

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS – E. Templin/B. Blaser, Co-Chairs 

 

1. To approve the Hannah Milbert Memorial tree and bench proposal.   

 

2. To award the bid for the High School Gym Painting Project to Roach Brothers   

Painting Contractors, Inc., the lowest responsible bidder, in the amount of $22,394.00.   

 

 

CURRICULUM - J. Brandt/V. Carlson, Co-Chairs 

 

1. Authorize Administration to partner with Real World Scholars for support to 

establish an Education Corporation at the Primary Center.   

In response to a question from a parent, Dr. Ralston stated Real World Scholars had money available for a 

grant, Mrs. Frew applied and was awarded the grant for her JAM group.  As more funds become 

available our other schools can also benefit.  Real World programs would occur after school.  

 

POLICY – V. Carlson/K. Monti, Co-Chairs 
 

1. To approve the application for a Gender Sexuality Alliance (GSA) Club as a Provisional  

Club in the High School commencing April 19, 2017, with a stipend according  

to Policy 122.4.  The sponsor for this club will be Mr. Dave Como.   
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Ms. Carlson asked Dr. Ralston to explain what a Provisionary Club was.  Dr. Ralston explained that 

provisionary status for a new club is for one school year and at the end of the provisionary year, the 

sponsor provides a year-end report which includes the number of meetings held per month and number of 

students participating.  It would then be determined if there was enough interest to continue as a club.  

The Board would then vote to change the status from provisionary to active. Ms. Gunzberg asked if the 

club sponsor is present at all meetings and Dr. Ralston said yes.  Dr. Ralston also said it’s important to 

remember that we cannot discriminate.  Due to open access to schools if we allow one then we have to 

allow all.  Ms. Daniels-Simmons asked if a religious club would be recognized and Dr. Ralston said yes 

and gave an example of one from the past.   

 

Ms. Carlson said she is in favor of the GSA Club as long as it doesn’t cross the line of curriculum and 

bathroom issues and remains a support group.  She feels this could have a positive change as long it stays 

supportive.  Dr. Ralston said it’s about kids feeling valued and belonging.  Ms. Thompson supports the 

club as a safe, caring, and nurturing place for kids to belong.  Dr. Ralston said we follow the law as far as 

bathroom access.  Mr. Oberdick explained a recent decree on equal protection grounds.  Mr. Carraway 

feels it is a good thing and is in favor of it as a support club.  Everyone needs to feel accepted and this is a 

way to find similar kids who share the same issues.  Ms. Thompson would like it to educate others on how 

to treat other people.  Mr. Stewart feels as a Board we need to create a safe environment and Mr. Blaser 

agreed.  Dr. Ralston stated effective programs empower kids where they feel they have a voice.  Bystanders 

are encouraged to step in to stop bullying.  Ms. Galbraith discussed relational aggression and social 

hierarchy.  Ms. Galbraith feels teachers have done a great job of preventing bullying.  Ms. Gunzberg feels 

there is a lot of support for the club and she is still against it.  She feels we should want to bring kids 

together and not segregate them.  She has mixed feelings about Mr. Como, as a counselor and authority 

figure, in the role as sponsor of the GSA Club.  She does not think it is healthy if other kids are drawn in. 

Ms. Erin Joyce said she doesn’t think kids are being given enough credit.  Ms. Galbraith said the kids at 

the last meeting felt a lot of kids know who the kids are and it would be a support for them.  Ms. Joyce said 

a lot of kids who do not have support at home can get support in the Club and have a place to go.   Dr. 

Ralston said we have to understand there are kids who need to find their place and belonging and feels 

Mr. Como’s guidance experience and training club will be a good thing.  Mr. Oberdick said Mr. Templin 

had told him he is in favor of the club as long as it didn’t interfere with curriculum.  Mr. Oberdick said if 

you could vote on a club to stop a kid from falling into depression or suicide, why would you not vote 

yes? Mrs. Gunzberg asked what school policy was on bathrooms and locker rooms.  Dr. Ralston said there 

was a decision for students to use bathrooms according to the sex they identify with.  Ms. Gunzberg 

expressed concern that if her daughter is in the bathroom, a boy could say he identifies as a girl as an 

excuse to enter the girls’ bathroom.  How do you prevent this?  She thanked the Board for hearing her out 

and said she can see their hearts are in the right place and so is hers.  She feels the student should identify 

themselves before they go into the bathroom.  Mr. Oberdick said if someone entered the bathroom who 

should not be there, they would be suspended.  Dr. Ralston reiterated that we have to abide by the law.  

We understand the fear and discomfort of the unknown that change brings to the surface.   

 

Old Business 

No Old Business. 

  



Minutes – Work Session/General Purpose Meeting April 3, 2017 
 

7 
 

New Business 

Ms. Carlson asked if 6th grade would have recess.  Dr. Ralston said no decision has been made yet. 

 

Adjournment 
Motion:  J. Carraway; Second: B. Blaser; Motion Carried:  Unanimous Voice Vote to adjourn 
the Regular Meeting at 9:50 P.M.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Cindy S. F. Donovan,  

Board Secretary 

 


